o 
o 


'A 


I  i 


Curios  and  Relics 

Furniture 

Table 

Used  to  Examine  Booth's 

Body 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

Fronn  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


7/,  20^57,  ots,  6c^Si/5- 


dincotn 


Aore 


llelin  of  The  Lincoln  Naliona 
blished  each  month  by  The  Lii 


Life  Fo 
oln  Nati. 


■  ndalion  . 
nal  Life  Ir 


Dr.   R.  Gerald   McMurtry,  Editor 
ce  Company,  Fort  Wavne,  Indiana 
 ^  46801 


Number  1613 


Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


July,  1972 


Recent  Library  -  Museum  Acquisitions 


Editor's  Note:  From  time  to  time,  it  has  been 
our  practice  to  feature,  in  Lincoln  Lore, 
Library-Museum  acquisitions.  The  most  recent 
bulletin  devoted  to  this  topic  is  Number  1585, 
March,  1970,  which  described  thirteen  items 
which  have  greatly  enhanced  the  exhibit  value 
of  our  Museum.  The  recently  acquired  items 
listed  in  this  issue  are  typical  accumulations, 
some  of  which  are  of  historical  significance, 
while  others  might  be  considered  curios  or 
novelties  which  have  considerable  appeal  to 
the  casual  visitor. 


Our  Fallen  Heroes 

The  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1865  led  Haasis  &  Lubrecht,  Pub- 
lishers, 108  Liberty  Street,  New  York, 
New  York,  to  create  a  colored  litho- 
graphic poster  which  was  titled  "Our 
Fallen  Heroes."  Lincoln's  portrait 
dominates  the  print,  which  over  all 
measurements  are  28"  x  36".  The 
name  of  the  President  with  his  birth- 
date  and  death  date  are  given  along 
with  the  statement:  "I  have  fought  a 
good  fight;  I  have  finished  my  course; 
I  have  kept  the  faith." 

This  newly  acquired  lithograph  con- 
tains the  military  portraits  of  the  fol- 
lowing "Fallen  Heroes": 

Col.  E.  E.  Ellsworth 
Brig.-Gen.  E.  D.  Baker 
Gen.  Robert  McCook 
Brig.-Gen.  0.  M.  Mitchel 
Com.  Andrew  H.  Foote,  U.S.N. 
Gen.  John  Sedgwick 
Gen.  Nath.  Lyon 
Gen.  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield 
Gen.  Philip  Kearney 
Gen.  John  F.  Reynolds 
Maj.-Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson 
Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth 

In  addition  to  the  military  heroes, 
a  very  quaint  memorial  scene  is  de- 
picted at  the  bottom  of  the  print 
titled  "National  Monument."  The 
monument,  which  is  purely  an  artist's 
conception  of  a  military  memorial,  has 
inscribed  on  its  stone  base,  "The 
Grateful  Country  In  Memory  Of  Her 
Noble  Sons,  Who  On  Land  &  At  Sea 
Have  Fallen  Martyrs  For  Liberty  And 
Union.  Peace  Be  With  Them.  Amen." 


Listed  at  the  top  of  the  monument, 
surmounted  by  an  eagle,  are  the  bat- 
tles and  military  campaigns  in  which 
the  heroes  fell. 

The  print  is  considered  to  be  a  rar- 
ity, although  the  New  York  publisher 
had  agents  in  Boston,  Chicago,  San 
Francisco  and  Cincinnati. 


Medallions 

The  twenty-four  Lincoln  medallions 
that  are  being  currently  issued  by  The 
Lincoln  Mint  (Division  of  Ero  In- 
dustries, Inc.),  Chicago,  1970,  are 
being  acquired  monthly  as  they  are 
struck.  The  dies  are  being  made  from 
twenty-four  illustrations  by  Lloyd  Os- 
tendorf.  The  mint  has  published  an 
attractive  three  volume,  boxed  album 
of  which  volume  one  is  devoted  to 
Abraham  Lincoln — An  Autobiographi- 
cal Narrative  compiled  by  Ralph  G. 
Newman.  The  remaining  two  volumes 
are  designed  to  hold  the  twenty-four 
medallions.  The  Lincoln  Library- 
Museum  is  purchasing  both  the  silver 
and  bronze  sets. 

In  1968,  the  Lincoln  Library- 
Museum  acquired  the  sterling  silver 
set  of  The  Franklin  Mint  Treasury  of 


Presidential  Commemorative  Medals 
(Washington  to  Johnson).  With  the 
election  of  Richard  M.  Nixon,  the 
mint  contributed,  to  all  owners  of  the 
set,  a  medallion  in  identical  form  and 
size  of  the  37th  President. 

Now,  being  currently  received,  is 
the  first  edition,  sterling  silver  proof 
set  of  The  First  Ladies  Of  The  United 
States.  The  complete  set  will  include 
forty  separate  medals,  as  more  than 
one  lady  served  some  presidents  as 
a  White  House  hostess.  Included  with 
the  medallions,  is  a  handsome  album 
with  an  attractive  pamphlet  by  Ger- 
trude Zeth  Brooks  entitled  First 
Ladies  Of  The  White  House. 

The  Foundation  is  also  a  subscriber 
to  the  bronze  set  of  Medallions,  "The 
History  of  The  Civil  War,"  which  is 
currently  being  produced  by  The 
Lincoln  Mint.  Seven  of  the  forty 
medallions  feature  Abraham  Lincoln. 


$3.00  Gold  Piece 

In  Lincoln  Lore,  Number  1585, 
March,  1970,  a  collection  of  the  six- 
teen coins  (minus  one)  minted  during 
the  Lincoln  administration  were  illus- 
trated in  a  Incite  holder.  The  state- 
ment was  made  that:  "The  most  ex- 
pensive one  of  the  lot  is  the  $3.00  gold 
piece,  which  the  Foundation  has  not 
yet  acquired."  Since  that  date,  a 
$3.00  gold  piece,  1862,  has  been  ac- 
quired and  the  collection  is  complete. 


Lincoln  Coin — 75  Pesetas 

The  only  current  Lincoln  coin,  be- 
sides the  U.  S.  1-cent,  is  a  75  pesetas 
silver  piece  issued  by  the  Republic  of 
Ecuatorial  Guine.-:.  The  36  mm  piece, 
minted  in  1970  in  a  limited  quantity 
(probably  in  a  United  States  mint), 
sells  for  $7.25  to  collectors.  It  is 
beautifully  packaged  for  display  and 
preservation.  Because  of  its  premium 
value,  it  is  doubtful  if  this  attractive 
coin  will  ever  appear  as  a  medium  of 
exchange.  This  coin  is  included  in  the 
Foundation's  collection. 
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Lincoln  Funeral  Rosette 

An  article  entitled  "Accouterments 
For  Lincoln's  Funeral"  appeared  in 
Lincoln  Lore,  Number  1562,  April, 
1968,  which  might  well  serve  as  an 
explanation  for  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  this  Lincoln  funeral  badge. 
The  statement  was  made  in  the  above 
mentioned  article  that:  "Mercantile  es- 
tablishments did  render  a  service  in 
supplying  funeral  accouterments  that 
the  people  wished  to  purchase  and 
hawkers  of  novelty  funeral  items  hov- 
ered around  the  edges  of  the  great 
crowds  selling  their  photographic 
badges,  ribbons,  flags,  jewelry  and 
mementoes  to  the  thousands  of  mourn- 
ers who  attended  Lincoln's  funeral 
services  in  the  different  villages, 
towns  and  cities  throughout  the 
United  States." 

This  funeral  badge,  ten  inches  in 
length,  the  largest  in  the  Foundation's 
collection,  is  made  of  black  and  white 
gro-gram  ribbon  with  an  encased  tin- 
type photograph  of  the  Sixteenth 
President.  This  photograph  identifies 
the  relic  as  a  genuine  Lincoln  funeral 
item,  despite  our  lack  of  knowledge 
as  to  where  it  was  manufactured,  in 
what  city  it  was  sold  and  the  name 
and  identity  of  the  individual  who 
purchased  it  and  wore  it  during  the 
mourning  period. 


In  1965,  the  Toppan  Printing  Com- 
pany, Ltd,  Tokyo,  Japan,  published  a 
microscopic  version  of  the  Gettys- 
burg Address.  The  book,  which 
measures  11/64  inches  square  overall, 
has  eleven  pages  with  approximately 
forty-five  words  to  the  page.  The 
pages  measure  9/64  inches  in  height 
and  the  type  used  is  .005  inches  high, 
with  a  stem  of  .0010  inches,  approxi- 
mately one-third  the  diameter  of  a 
human  hair. 

This  minuscule  book,  the  result  of  a 
new  microprinting  process,  involves  an 
ultra  high  resolution  lens  to  make  a 
camera  proof  of  a  phototypeset  of  the 
original.  The  book,  one  of  the  world's 
two  smallest,  has  been  described 
by  Book  News  as  a  miracle  of  typog- 
raphy, printing,  and  binding.  The 
finished  product  is  bound  in  green, 
gold-tooled  leather  and  is  handsomely 
boxed  with  a  red  velvet  lining.  In  the 
box  is  to  be  found  a  facsimile  of  the 
Gettysburg  Address  (Bliss  copy)  and 
a  miniature  book  measuring  one  inch 
square  from  which  the  micro-copy 
was  produced. 

This  remarkable  specimen  of  the 
printer's  craft  was  published  under 
the  sponsorship  of  M.  Mochizuki,  the 
director  of  the  Tokyo  Lincoln  Center. 

The  micro-book  is  not  for  sale  and 
the  Foundation's  copy  was  acquired 
as  a  gift  resulting  from  the  many 
contributions  made  by  the  Lincoln 
Library-Museum  to  the  Tokyo  Lin- 
coln Center. 


Wedgwood  Lincoln  Bust 

Donald  Brindley  of  the  Wedgwood 
Studios,  Barlaston,  Stoke-on-Trent, 
England,  modeled,  in  1971,  a  Lincoln 
bust  in  black  basalt.  The  miniature 
nine-inch  bust  is  limited  to  2,000  and 
the  copy  received  by  the  Foundation 
is  numbered  111.  An  attractive 
signed  certificate  attests  to  its  num- 
ber and  total  output  along  with  a 
small  folder  which  provides  an  his- 
torical sketch  of  the  Sixteenth  Presi- 


dent written  from  the  English  point 
of  view. 

Stamped  in  gold  on  the  front  base 
of  the  bust  is  to  be  found  the  words: 
"Abraham  Lincoln  President  of  the 
United  States  1861-1865."  The  under 
base  is  impressed  with  the  registered 
trade  mark  "Wedgwood"  and  "Made 
in  England."  The  composition  called 
"Black  Basalt"  was  developed  by 
Joseph  Wedgwood  in  1768,  and  its 
fine  grain,  rich  line  and  smooth  tex- 
ture prompted  its  discoverer  to  write 
in  1773:  "The  Black  Basalt  is  sterling 
and  will  last  forever." 


Assassination  Relic 

In  a  display  case  of  the  Founda- 
tion's, Lincoln  assassination  relics  is 
a  small  piece  of  pine  wood  (2Vi"  x 
%")  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :  "A  piece  of  the  table  upon  which 
J.  Wilkes  Booth's  body  was  examined 
after  death.  From  the  monitor  Mon- 
tauk."  This  is  a  recent  gift  of  Mr. 
Henry  Clark  Ottiwell  of  Vineyard 
Haven,  Massachusetts. 
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